In October 1808 seven Swedish physicians met to form the Swedish Society of Medicine. Ever since the Society has convened every Tuesday evening during the semesters to 'discuss scientific matters, case reports, current epidemics and medical news.' Today the Society comprises more than 60 sections representing the medical specialties and organizes about two-thirds of all Swedish physicians with a membership of about 16 000. The Society is the main organizer of postgraduate and continuing medical education in Sweden. It is an important source of scientific competence for governmental authorities, such as the National Board of Health and Welfare as well as the Ministry of Social Affairs, or the Swedish County Council, which coordinates the main part of the Swedish National Health System. The Society provides scientific competence in numerous bodies, committees and organizations engaged in medical and scientific matters, in foundations and trustees, nationally and internationally.
At the national level, one main and recurrent event is the annual Swedish Medical Convention, the largest regularly reappearing convention of any kind in Sweden, where about two-thirds of all Swedish physicians gather in late November for three days of continuing medical education and scientific progress. During the Convention, about 50 symposia are presented and more than 1000 short papers and posters.
In Sweden new regulations for the training offuture specialists have recently come into effect. Sweden will thus be one of the first countries where a specialist will receive his diploma only after he has fulfilled an established set of educational goals. Each section within the Society is presently defining at a detailed level the objectives for each of the specialties.
As a natural spin-off product of these efforts, the Society has volunteered to organize a specialist examination system in Sweden. This system is presently being built up. Different subspecialties have chosen different approaches to attain these goals, but in general there is a considerable enthusiasm and a belief that this examination, albeit still a voluntary undertaking, will stimulate the future Swedish specialists to strive to acquire this distinction.
Through several bodies the Society provides experts to assist in the selection of research projects. However, the Society has considerable funds and supports medical research in Sweden with about 10 million SwCr per annum. Furthermore, the Society organizes international scientific Berzelius symposia, named in honour of the famous founding father. Many of these symposia have resulted in conference Through generous gifts over the centuries the Society has built up a collection of rare books that has received international fame. The personal copy of Carl von Linne's extremely rare Systema Naturae was found in the vaults of the library. A bibliography and catalogue describing some of the rare books has recently been published. Today the library specializes in medical ethics.
Around the turn of the century the young Swedish architect Carl Westman was assigned the task of designing a new house for the Society. The house was built in classical art nouveau (Figure 1) .
Practically every detail inside the house was designed by Westman, including the furniture and the illumination. Thus the house is an outstanding and acknowledged Swedish example of art nouveau. The house contains a main lecture room, numerous smaller conference rooms, the library and a restaurant.
The Swedish Society of Medicine is governed by a board comprising of 18 physicians. A staff of about 15 full-time administrators, secretaries and accountants support the board and the treasurer.
